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What is Coronavirus?

ACoronaviruses are a large family of viruses that cause illness in
humans and animals.

Aln people, coronaviruses can cause illnesses ranging in severity from
the common cold to Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).

Common human coronaviruses
B @ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

'|"'.-'I-.-" CDC 24/7. Saving Lives, Protecting People™

1. 223E (alpha coronavirus)
2. NL&3 (alpha coronavirus)
3. OC43 (beta coronavirus)

4. HKU' (beta coronawvirus)

Other human coronaviruses

5. MERS-CoV (the beta coronavirus that causes Middle East Respiratory Syndrome, or MERS)
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/

types.html

6. SARS-CoV (the beta coronavirus that causes severe acute respiratory syndrome, or SARS)

7. SARS-CoV-Z (the novel coronavirus that causes coronavirus disease 2019, or COVID-19)
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What is Covid-19

AThe disease caused by SARSZow i rus i n -k®’'own

AThe predominant route of transmission of COMEDis from human to
human

AGenetic sequence data reveals that the CG1AIvirus is a close
relative of otherCoVfound circulating irRhinolophudat

Alnvestigationsare needed to find the source, to determine how the
virus entered the human population, and establish the potential role
of an animal reservoir in this disease.
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Can animals be infected with COVID-19 virus?
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A Thereis a possibility for some animals to become infected through close
contact with infectechumans

AStudies are underway to better understand the susceptibility of different
animal species to the COVID

APreliminary findings from laboratory studies suggest that, of the animal
species investigated so far, cats are the most susceptible species for-COVIC
19, and cats can be affected with clinical disease.

Alnthe laboratory setting cats were able to transmit infection to other cats.
AFerretsalso appear to be susceptible to infection but less so to disease

ATo date, preliminary findings from studies suggest that poultry and pigs, are
not susceptible to SARSOV2 infection.
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SARS-CoV-2 in animals

AOn April 22, the CDC announced the first National Veterinary Services
Laboratories (NVSkpnfirmed cases of SAIR®V2 infection in two
pet cats.

ATheseare the first pets in the United States to test positive for SARS
Co\2.

ACurrentlywe have no information that suggests that pets might be a
source of infection for people with the coronavirus that causes
COVIEL9.



Leading Veterinary Diagnostic Company Sees
No COVID-19 Cases in Pets

Thousands of canine and feline specimens tested surfaced no positive
results to date

53.9k

Shares

WESTBROOK, Maine, March 13, 2020—IDEXX Laboratories, Inc. (NASDAG: IDXX), a global leader in veterinary diagnostics
and software, today announced that the company has seen nao positive results in pets to date of SARS-CoV-2, the
coronavirus strain responsible for the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) respiratory outbreak in humans. IDEXX
evaluated thousands of canine and feline specimens during validation of a new veterinary test system for the COVID-19

virus. The specimens used for test development and validation were obtained from specimens submitted to IDEXX

Feference Laboratories for PCE testing.

Sincemid-February, IDEXX Reference Laboratories has tested over 5,000 specimens for thé OO

from cats, dogs, and horses with respiratory symptoms in 17 couniiiegate, IDEXX has found no positive
results.This suggests dogs and cats living with infected people generally remain uninfected, except in rare and
isolated cases. For more-tgepth information, read theDEXX coronavirus diagnostic update

https://www.idexx.com/en/aboutidexx/covid19-resources/



https://www.idexx.com/en/about-idexx/covid-19-resources/
https://www.idexx.com/en/veterinary/reference-laboratories/coronavirus-diagnostic-update/

What do we know about COVID-19 virus and
companion animals?

AThe current spread of COVID is a result of human to human
transmission.

ATodate, there is no evidence that companion animals play a
significant a role in spreading the disease.

ATherefore there is no justification in taking measures against
companion animals which may compromise their welfare.
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OIE and WVA joint press release:
Covid-19 and Designation of Veterinary Work as
Essential Business

A Maintaining the activities that are crucial to public health

A Veterinarians are an integral part of the global health community. Beyond the activities linked to
the health and welfare of animals, they have a key role in disease prevention and management,
Including those transmissible to humans, and to ensure food safety for the populations.

A In the current situation, it is crucial that, amongst their numerous activities, they can sustain
those necessary to ensure that:

- national and regional veterinary regulatory and inspection services can oversee the integrity
of public health,

- only healthy animals and their lyroducts enter the food supply to guarantee food safety
for the populations,

A
A
A - emergency situations can be addressed,
A
A

- preventative measures, such as vaccination against diseases with a significant public health
or economic impact, are maintained.

- priority research activities continue. ¢»
WVA ssocumon



Surveillance and events in animals

Animal survelllance in China

AAfter the detection of human cases, veterinary departments of China

have carried out 201N CoMtesting towards samples of pigs, poultry
and dogs and other domestic animal animals collected since 2019

(mainly in late 2019). So far, results of such testing are all negative.

AMolecular epidemiology analysis indicates the first published
sequence of 201:aCoV \WHHumanl/China/2019Dec) released by
the Chinese Health Department shows high homology (87.99%) to
bat-derived coronavirus, and low homology (lower than 66%) to the
whole genome of domestic animéderived coronavirus (such as IBV,

PEDV, TGEV, etc.)
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SARS-CoV-2 positive test results in dogs in
Hong Kong

Two dogs from one household were placed under guarantine on 13 March 2020 after their owner was hospitalised due to
COVID-19 infection. Following weterinary exarmination nasal, oral, and rectal swab samples were taken after the dogs'
admission to the guarantine facility. samples from one of the dogs taken on 18 and 19 March 2020 tested positive for SARS-
Cov-2. Both animals did not exhibit any specific clinical signs. Investigations are continuing. Risk management measures are in
place for this case, including cleansing and disinfection of the premises, and proper personal ygiene and protection.
Marmmalian pets from households with confirmed human cases of COVID-19 will be be placed under quarantine and veterinary
surveillance for 14 days. Samples will be collected for testing of SARS-CoW-2 as appropriate.

Epidemiological
comments

Diagnostic test results

Laboratory name and type Species Test Test date |Result
Tai Lung weterinary Labaratory, Agriculture Fisheries and Dogs real-time reverse transcriptasefpolymerase | 190372020 Positive
Conservation Department (Mational labaratory) chain reaction (FRT-PCR)
Tai Lung weterinary Laboratory, Agriculture Fisheries and Dogs real-time reverse transcriptase/polymerase | 20/03/2020 Positive
conservation Departrment (Mational laboratory chain reaction (RRET-FPCR)
school of Public Health, The University of Hong Kong (Redional Dogs real-time reverse transcriptasefpolymerase | 19/03/2020 Positive
Reference Laboratory) chain reaction (FRT-PCR)
school of Public Health, The University of Hong Kong (Redional Dogs real-time reverse transcriptasefpolymerase | 20/03/2020 Positive

Reference Lahoratory) chain reaction (RRT-PCR)



SARS-CoV-2 positive test result in a in cat
in Belgium (28/03/2020)

On 18/03/2020, the FASFC, was informed by the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of the University of
Liege that viral RNA of the SARS-CoV2 virus (the aetiological agent of Covid-19) had been detected in
the stools and vomits of a cat showing clinical signs of digestive and respiratory disease.

The cat belonged to a person confirmed infected by SARS-CoV2. The presence of SARSCoV2 in the cat
was confirmed by high throughput sequencing. A productive infection is suspected but has not yet
been confirmed.

On 19/03/2020, on request of the National Risk Assessment Group (crisis manager in Belgium for the
Covid-19 pandemic) and informed by the CVO in contact with the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of
the University of Liege, the FASFC requested an urgent opinion to the independent Scientific
Committee established at the FASFC. This urgent opinion was approved and delivered on 23/03/2020.
According to this Committee, the elements reported do not allow to conclude that there is a
productive viral infection, but allow to suspect it (PCR Ct values compatible with a high number of viral

genome copies and clinical signs compatible with a coronavirus infection).


https://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Our_scientific_expertise/docs/pdf/COV-19/Belgium_28.03.20.pdf

SARS-CoV-2 positive test result in a in tiger
and lions in the USA

Epidemiology

Source of the

outbreak(s) or Suspected human transmission

origin of
infection

17 Apr 2020 Update--Cne of the three previously reported exposed lions at @ zoo was confirmed positive for SARS-CoW-
Epidemiological EICCI‘JI.D-*I 90N 1§Apr 2020 This fDI!Dws thg initial repurt of a tiggr cunfirmed on 4_Apr QDED. It is likely that the infection was
comments transmitted by an infected human. Clinical signs previously noted in the lions and tigers included dry cough and some

wheezing. All of the animals who exhibited clinical signs are progressively improving. There are no other suspected cases of
SARS-CoW-2CONVID-19 in any animals from the zoo at this time.

Diagnostic test results

Laboratory hame and type Species Test Test date |Result
Mational Yeterinary Services Laboratories (Mational | Lion fene sequencing 18/0452020 Positive
laharatory)

Mational Weterinary Services Laboratories (Mational | Lion real-time reverse transcriptase/polymerase chain reaction | 15/04/2020 Positive

laboratory (FRT-PCR)



Two cats in USA __ ()1 B g e

Epidemiology

Source of the
outbreak(s) or
origin of
infection

suUspected human transmission

22 Apr 2020 Update--Two cats from separate households were sampled for respiratory illness. Clinical signs included sneezing
and ocular discharge. Samples from the cats were tested by SARS-CoV-2 PCR after testing negative for other respiratory
Epidemiclogical pathogens. One cat is from a two-cat household with a known COVID-19 affected person, the other from a household in an
comments affected neighborhood and allowed to go outdoors. SARS-CoV-2 was confirmed in samples based upon molecular testing (FCHE
and sequencing) of samples from the initial testing laboratory and follow up samples obtained directly. Both cats are expected
to fully recover, and testing of follow up samples indicated both cats were clearing the infection.

Diagnostic test results

Laboratory name and type Species Test Test date Result
Mational Weterinary Services Laboratories (Mational | Cats Oene sequencing 17/04/2020 Positive
laboratory)
Mational Weterinary Services Laboratories (Mational | Cats HENE SEqUENCInG 20/04/2020 Positive
laboratory)

Mational Weterinary Services Lahoratories (Mational | Cats real-time reverse transcriptase/polymerase chain reaction | 15/04/2020 Positive
laboratary) (RRT-PCR)

Mational Weterinary Services Laboratories (Mational | Cats real-time reverse transcriptasefpolymerase chain reaction | 20/04/2020 Positive
laboratory (FRT-FCRE)
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Role of veterinarian in this baclzarop

AThere is a panic and confusion among general public in the country
regarding the role of pets in the transmission of the SARS2CoV
(COVIEL9) virus.

AThissituation got aggravated in the wake of a widely published media
report stating that a positive dog was identifliedSaduwellaarea
today.

AAsSLVA we would like the veterinarians as animal health care
professionals, we shouleactresponsibly irthis situation and
convince the general public based on scientific evidence
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Prevention of spreading the KE/AREIESSSEEION
virus to pet animals

A Clearcommunication is required to inform clients and others that animal welfare
must beensured.

A Animalscontinue to need safe shelter, nutritious food, clean water,
companionship anéxercises

AIndividualssick with COVH29 should distance themselves from their pets to
minimize virugransmission
A washtheir hands before and after touching animals,
A keepcatsindoors

A mz%inaainappropriate physical distances from other people when exercising their pets
outside,

A developan emergency plan for how care will be provided for their pets in the event of
serious illness.

A Asveterinarians we are bound to ensure animal welfare and wellbeing while
prc%thectltng ourselves adhering to the guidelines issued by human health
authorities.
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Making statem ' = ——
. & . o gnts relylng Only @ i/EEI'EII(RINARY ASSOCIATION
on scientific evidence ==

APresence of antigen (virus) does not confirm that the animal is infected as
It could be a mere contamination.

AFurthermore the specificity of the use of primers and probes which are
used for human PCR testing are not validated for testing animals

A As substantial amount of scientific information is lacking in this backdrop it
IS not advisable to make statements in mass media or social media which

may lead to unnecessary panic among general public.

AWe urge our members to refrain from issuing statements regarding the

transmission of COVHR9 by animals especially pets to people, which may
create unnecessary issues under the circumstances that the country is

fighting against this pandemic with the limited resources.
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Message to the veterinarians

ATheveterinarians to be united and help clear the ambiguous opinions
among genergbublic

AEducatethe clients/owners of pets or other animals in this regard.

AConveya message to the public that there is no risk of associating with
animals if they are not Cowtb patients.

Alf the owner/handler is &ovid 19 patient then there is a need to keep the
animals at proper distance to prevent infecting them (especially cats,
ferrets and dogs).

Alt is reiterated that there is no evidence of transmission of the disease from
domestic animals to human to date and hence, the animals should never
be neglected and their welfare should be assured.



Sri Lanka

VETERINARY ASSOCIATION

“Working for the advancement of the veterinary profession since 1940

Thank You; Stay Safe; Protect Animals

Follow us; Statement issued for Veterinariar25h April 2020

https://www.slva.org/ Q & A for pet owners-issued 2% April 2020


https://www.slva.org/

